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5 Reasons Why

• Sabbath
• Resting, Waiting, Wondering 

• Milestone
• Stopping off point along a journey

• Re-Wilding
• Just letting go and giving to God

• Jubilee
• Re-setting and giving back to God

• Celebrating
• Festivals personal and liturgical 



Festival Churches a Model

• 22 Churches in the Team
• 3 Full-time Clergy (plus curate and SSM)
• 1 Large Market Town Church
• 2 Smaller Village Churches 
• 1 Fresh Expression Church
• 6 Festival Churches

• Escape Room
• Wedding Venue
• Champing
• Festivals
• Heritage Churches



5 Opportunities 

• Changing World
• Post-Pandemic, Demographics, 

• Changing Church
• Clergy, Ministry, Finance, All God’s People

• Changing Community
• Church not Club, Re-engagement

• Changing Environment
• Re-Wilding, Net-Zero, Biodiversity

• Changing Opportunities 
• Insurance, Governance, Networking, GtRC, 

Commercial links, Funding



5 Key Principles

• Open for all
• Open everyday, warm welcome, good 

information
• Unique ‘selling’ point

• History, Environment, Wedding, Location
• Engaging widely

• Community, Friends, Diocese
• Planned Co-operatively 

• Governance, MCAP, Seeking Support
• Worship Continues

• 6 Services a Year, Special Events, Space to 
Pray



5 Festival Church Uses

• Festivals 
• Christmas, Easter, Harvest / Baptism, 

Weddings, Funerals
• Quiet Spaces

• Prayer, Pilgrimage, Exploration, Trails
• Schools

• Space, Assemblies, Learning, Environment
• Community

• Foodbanks, Shops, Library, Hall, Heritage
• Commercial

• Glamping, Office Space, Escape Rooms, 
Weddings, Comms



5 Helpful Websites

Growing the Rural Church
https://www.growingtheruralchurch.org/

The Association of Festival Churches
https://afchurches.org/

Inspired Classrooms
https://www.inspiredclassrooms.org/

CCT – Champing Project
https://champing.co.uk/

Explore Churches
https://www.explorechurches.org/
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